
   August 2014

Chapter 13 Fee Agreement—Flat Fee

This is our AGREEMENT for me to be your lawyer for a Chapter 13 
bankruptcy payment plan.

I'm charging you $5000 for my fee and costs; and you also have 
to pay the $310 filing fee.

You wouldn't be filing bankruptcy if you had plenty of cash, so 
I'm agreeing that it's ok for you to pay $1810 up front.  That's the 
court's $310 filing fee, and $1500 for me.

I get the rest of my money out of your payment to the bankruptcy
court.

If you don't finish the Chapter 13 for some reason, you still 
owe me the rest of the $5000.  You agree to pay it at $100 a month.

If we decide to convert your Chapter 13 to a Chapter 7, you'll 
pay the rest of the $5000 PLUS $900.  (That's $25 filing fee and $875
for me, thank you.)

I can't charge more than the $5000 unless there are substantial 
and unforeseen issues in your bankruptcy case.  

One example of a substantial and unforeseen issue would be if 
you get behind on your mortgage payment and the mortgage company 
tries to foreclose you.

I'll try to work that out for you.  (Step one is agreeing 
whether you are really behind and how much.)  When we've done that, 
I'll ask the judge for special permission to charge you overtime 
hours.  

Those hours will be added to your Chapter 13 payment.  (So 
besides having a catch up agreement with the mortgage company, your 
payment to the trustee will go up, too.  Please DON'T get behind.)



Another example of a substantial and unforeseen issue would be 
if the Chapter 13 Trustee sees that you've gotten a big raise and he 
wants it.

Fighting the trustee will involve lots of hours, and I'll ask 
the judge for special permission to bill for those.  In that case, 
I'll also ask that my overtime pay come out of the payments you are 
already making to the Chapter 13 trustee.  

It's fun for me, maybe for you, when the overtime charges eat up
all the additional money the trustee squeezes out of you.  (I hope if
that happens enough, he'll stop going after people who get a raise 
during the Chapter 13.  Bankruptcy, even Chapter 13, is supposed to 
give you a new start.)

Sometimes people want to pay off their Chapter 13 early.  You 
are NOT automatically allowed to do that. That's another substantial 
and unforeseen change. (The Chapter 13 Trustee looks at your offer to
finish early as a chance for him to charge you more.)  Those can be 
very tricky, and it's another time where I'll ask the judge for 
special permission to charge you more.

Those as just some example. Over five years, you never know what
might come up.

If we ask for special permission, here's how we bill.

I bill $400 an hour for my time.

For younger lawyers who work for me, $275.

Lori Rupp, my Chapter 13 specialist paralegal, $200.

Other bankruptcy paralegals, $175.

Sign below if you agree.  I appreciate your business.

Thanks,

                              Robert R Weed
Robert R Weed

Agreed: ______________________      Date______________


